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soldiers while their rifle-butts rained blows on his back and
shoulders.

Stalin vanished from Siberia. Whilst the police searched
for him, he was playing chess with Lenin across the borders.
Lenin writes to Gorky: " Here, with us, is a wonderful
young Georgian. He has collected all the Austrian and
other material on the question of nationalities and has
settled down to prepare a treatise on the subject."

This treatise became the foundation of the Soviet national
policy, and Stalin naturally became the first Commissar of
Nationalities in the Soviet Government. Through his own
sufferings, Stalin, the man who had suffered,, opened a new
door for the nations, and oppressed peoples of all lands see
in him their champion.

Every great State and every great empire has minority
problems which present apparently insuperable difficulties.
Each one attacks the problem in its own way: by frontier
revision, by assimilation, by exchange, or, as in Germany,
by attempted extermination. None succeeds. Tales of
sordid and pitiful struggles, of enslavement of whole
peoples, seep across frontiers to make our blood run cold.
No tales were more terrible than the tales of Tsarist
suppressions.

The Russian Empire of pre-revolution days has not
inaptly been called " the prison of the peoples ". Every
species of oppression was practised. National languages
were disallowed, education suppressed, industrial develop-
ment thwarted. Uzbekistan, Kazakstan, Bashkiria,
Armenia, Georgia, were robbed of their raw materials,
grown or extracted in the crudest and most wasteful
fashion. Native industries and native working classes were
regarded as dangers to Russian autonomy.

Tsarist Russia had many weapons in its armoury; two
of outstanding efficiency and popularity with the dominat-
ing classes. Tsarism deliberately cultivated the feudal-
patriarchal system, and found traitors, such as the Emir of
Bukhara, more attached to their class privileges than to
national pride, as their ready tools. The people were
driven down to a state of feudal ignorance and slavery.
Still less scrupulous was the method of sowing national